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IN THE BAHAMAS IT’S HOT 











Mystery agai surrounds the Duke of Windsor and his Ameri- 
can-born wife, the former Wallis Simpson. Where to from the 
steaming Bahamas? (Acme) 


Windsor Quits As Governor 


Of Bahamas After 4 Years 


LONDON, March 16—International speculation followed today 
on the heels of the resignation by the Duke of Windsor as Gov- 
ernor of the Bahamas, while the former King of England himself 
remained silent on his future plans. 

The British Colonial Office announced the Duke’s resignation 
as governor and commander in chief last night. The resignation 
will take effect at the end of April. His normal five-year term 
would have expired in August. At the same time, the Colonial 


ae ag od —— 
ment of W. L. Murphy, Colonia 
Battle Of lwo Won; 

19,938 Casualties 
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Secretary at Bermuda, in the 
Duke’s succession. 
GUAM, March 16—Pacific Fleet 
Headquarters announced today that 


At Nassau, Edward Windsor re- 

fused to accept any phone calls 
the battle of Iwo Jima "had been 
won,” although it had cost the 


from American newspapermen 
Americans the greatest casualties of 


seeking interviews and comment on 
his resignation. The censorship 
the Pacific war to date, the Associ- 
ated Press reported. 


The announcement said that 4,189 
American Marines were killed in the 
conquest of Iwo, and that 15,308 
were wounded and 441 m , 
making a total of 19,938 casualties 
Sustained by the three divisions 
which took the island. 

The announcement came on the 
25th day of the campaign. Earlier 
it had been reported that the Ma- 
rines were squeezing the last enemy 
pocket at the far northern tip of the 
tiny island. . 

Mopping up was also in progress 
over other parts of the island, where 
many Japanese took refuge deep in 
the underground fortifications that 
honeycomb Iwo. Probably it will 
Still be days before the last die-hard 
has been cleared from these caves 
and tunnels. ; 

The last announced figures for 
Japanese dead on Iwo were 22,000, 
virtually the entire garrison, except 
a few hundred who surrendered. 





17,000 Movie Employees 
Still Out In Hollywood 


RUOLLYWoop, March 16 (UP)— 
rae al AFL leaders gave no signs to- 
ped of relenting in the fight for 
industry aay cee in the movie 
Stry an ,000 

are still idle. apres petit 
ereight thousand stars and bit play- 
Gaye onsing to the Screen Actors’ 
Sulla began voting today to deter- 
Balloting oe y! join boo strike. 
>AL1Ot as not ex 

finished until Tuesday tes 





rule against publication of move- 
ments of royal persons prevented 
Pan-American Airways from dis- 
closing any booking plans which 
the Duke might have made for a 
flight to the United States, while 
the French Embassy in Washington 
expressed pleasure and surprise at 
the news that the Windsors were 
understood to be planning to take 
up residence in France again. 
The Embassy recalled that they 
still had property in France, in- 
cluding a house at Hyeres-Les Pal- 


Battle For Saar Opened . 
By Sudden U. S. Push 





At the same time, armored 


With 3ra@ Army troops firm] 


SHAEF, March 16—The battle for the Saar—Germany’s little Ruhr—broke wide open today 
when the 4th Armored Division of the U. S. 3rd Army smashed out of the Mosel River bridge- 
head in a lightning advance which carried it 15 miles or more to the southeast. 


and infantry units of the 3rd Army launched an attack against 


the German fortress city of Coblenz on the west bank of the Rhine and the south bank of the 
Mosel at the confluence of the two rivers. 


y astride the Rhine to the north of Coblenz and within three miles 


of the great German waterway to the south, Coblenz, headquarters for U. S. occupation troops 





after World War I, was almost 
completely cut off from German- 
held territory to the south. 


east bank of the Rhine continued 
to enlarge their bridgehead which 
now includes approximately 175 
square miles of once-sacred soil 
of the inner Reich. 
Elements of Lt. Gen. Courtney 
H. Hodges’ Army tonight were re- 
ported to have cut the great Col- 
ogne-Frankfurt six-lane express 
highway at two places. At other 
points, the road was said to be un- 
der effective small arms fire. 
The most spectacular develop- 
ments, however, were taking place 
south of the Mosel and west of the 
Rhine where the U. S. 3rd and U. S. 
7th Armies were engaged in what 
appeared to be an all-out assault 
to strip the Nazis of their last hold- 
ings west of the Rhine—the Saar, 
the Palatinate (between the Saar, 
the Rhine and France) 
northeast corner of Alsace Lor- 
raine. 
With General Patton’s forces al- 
ready holding a bridgehead nine 
miles long and six miles deep south 
of the Mosel, which virtually be- 
sieged isolated Coblenz, the 4th Ar- 
mored Division started to town. 
Driving out of the bridgehead to 
the southeast in an apparent repe- 
tition of the famous drive that car- 
ried it from the Kyll River to the 
Rhine—some 65 miles—in 48 hours, 
the Division was reported to have 
carved out a corridor at least 15 
miles long. 
Although official news as to the 
progress of the division’s drive was 
withheld, there was no indication 
that it had been stopped. 
Other 3rd Army troops, on the 
western flank to the north of Mer- 
zig, were pushing along the south 
bank of the Mosel in a movement 
designed to cut off the Saar from 
the north. 
At the same time, Lt. Gen. Alex- 
ander M. Patch’s U. S. 7th Army 
was reporting gains up to three 
miles in its long awaited push from 
the Saarbrucken area east to the 
Rhine above Strasbourg. The pres- 
sure was being applied to German 
forces still west of the Rhine in 
this area, by the 3rd and 7th Ar- 
mies and Allied pilots reported 
hordes of civilians streaming east- 
ward along roads leading to the 
Rhine. 
Saarbrucken itself, capital of the 
rich Saar industrial area, was less 





(Continued on page 8) 
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Coal Operators To Reject 
Most Of Lewis’ Demands 





WASHINGTON, March 16 (UP) 
—The soft coal operators were set 
today to reject all but three of 
John L. Lewis’ 18 new contract de- 
mands for United Mine Workers. 

An operator disclosed that the 
producers had agreed unanimously 
to tell Lewis they would grant, 
with modifications, only his de- 
mands for increased vacation pay, 
shift differentials and _ portal-to- 
portal pay. 

Among the demands rejected was 
Lewis’ request for ten cents per 
ton royalty on all soft coal mined 
in this country for the miners’ wel- 
fare fund. 

The producers’ reply was sched- 
uled to be given at the resumption 
of the joint wage negotiations, and 
a spokesman said the operators 
had agreed to grant increased va- 
cation pay and shift differentials 
up to the limits established for such 
fringe wage awards by Fred M. 
Vinson, former Economic Stabiliza- 
tion Director. 








This would mean two weeks va- 


cation for the miners with five 
years’ service and a premium pay 
of four cents per hour for second 
shift work and eight cents for third 
shift. 

The operators favored a _ full 
Straight time pay but no overtime 
for underground travel time. Lewis 
demanded full pay for this time 
which is now compensated for at 
two thirds of the regular rate. 

The WLB ordered overtime pay- 
ment only after the 40th hour in 
settling the 1943 coal wage dispute, 
and the final settlement of this 
issue depends upon the Supreme 
Court decisicn in the event an ap- 
peal is made by the Jewell Ridge 
Virginia Coal Co., which contends 
travel time is not compensatory 
work time. 

The operators estimated that 
granting these demands in this 
form would increase production 
costs at least 25 cents a ton and 
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Ten minutes before it was scheduled to have been blown up 
by the retreating Germans, audacious Yanks of the 9th 
Armored Division stormed this bridge at Remagen to estab- 
lish a bridgehead on the east bank of the Rhine. The bridge, 
which will take its place in history as one of the easiest- 
taken yet most important military objectives pf the battle, 
is a three-span, truss bridge carryihg two sets of railroad 
tracks. (Photo through PWB) 


Red Army Splits E. Prussia 
Defenders In Baltic Drive 





Me eamRnon tase 





MOSCOW, March 16—As the Russians scored smashing gains 
in the fierce struggle to crush the trapped Germans in East 
Prussia, there were reports from Berlin that new Red Army 
offensives had been launched toward Stettin by Marshal George 
Zhukov and at the extreme southern end of the Oder River 






line by Marshal Ivan Koniev. 


stretch of the sea in East Prus- 
sia was split into two isolated 
pockets. Soviet forces drove 
through to the sea at Pinnau, 
Wangitt and Heide-Waldburg 
along a two-mile front five miles 
southwest of Koenigsberg, capi- 
tal of East Prussia. 

The trapped German formations 
were now cen‘ered on Koenigsberg 
and Braunsberg, 35 miles to the 
southwest. Today the Russians were 
expanding their wedge in the di- 
rection of both cities which lie on 
the east shore of the Frisches Haff 
lagoon. 

The liquidation of Braunsberg, ac- 


(Continued on page 8) 





GI Trumpets, Souvenirs 
Amaze Red Army Paper 


MOSCOW, March 16 (AP)—Red 
Star, Army newspaper, reported 
with friendly amusement today the 
strange behavior of American GIs 
at Odessa. 

"They laugh loudly and whistle,” 
the dispatch said. 

"Every American in the repatria- 
tion camp wants to take home a 
Red Army cap with the Red Star 
badge as a souvenir. They have 
manufactured their own _ instru- 





ments for a jazz band, imitating the 
saxophone and the trumpet and 
turning an empty food can into a 





would reauire a change in their 
selling price, : 


drum and two pot covers into cym- 
bals.” 





In an all-out assault by the 3rd White Russian Army Group, 
which the late General Ivan Chernyakhovsky had commanded, 
the German grouping along a+¢— 





5th Army Captures 
Highway 64 Village 


ADVANCED AFHQ, March 16— 
In a sharp offensive thrust, Allied 
troops of the 5th Army were re- 
pcerted in today’s communique to 
have taken the village of Serra, 
about one mile east of the Reno 
River and Highway 64, and are 
moving against Salvaro, slightly to 
the west. 

Both these towns were last men- 
tioned on March 8 when the official 
communique reported that they 
were cecupied by the 5th Army 
against light resistance on the night 
of March 6. Apparently the towns 
were recaptured by the Germans 
and Serra occupied again by our 
troops Wednesday night. 

West of the Reno River, a strong 
Allied raiding party penetrated deep 
into enemy territory north of Mt. 
Belvedere and destroyed a large 
quantity of enemy equipment and 
ammunition. Scattered enemy raids 
west of Highway 64 were repulsed. 

Eighth Army patrols were active 
on the Adriatic sector where one 
group pushed up the spit of land 
between the sea and the Po di Pri- 
maro River and other raiding par- 
ties further inland clashed with 
German groups in sharp firefights. 
No significant changes in position 
were reported. 
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IT’S GETTING CLOSER ALL THE TI 
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The Navy insignia shines brightly on the wing of a carrier-based warplane as it looks out 
toward Fujiyama, world famed Japanese landmark, in the distance. The aircraft was one in 
the attacking force which struck deep into the heart of Japan on Feb. 16 and 17. (International) 





Most Of Mandalay 
Is Held By Indians 


MANDALAY, March 16—Troops 
of the 19th Indian Division virtu- 
ally controlled Mandalay today and 
the fall of the city was expected 
soon, since Japanese resistance was 
decreasing, the United Press re- 
ported. 

Fort Dufferin, center of Japa- 
nese defenses, was still holding out. 
The Indians stormed a strongpoint 
near the southwest corner yester- 
day, but were driven out again by 
the enemy. The Japs were also 
battling grimly to keep their es- 
cape routes from the fort clear, 
which the British and Indians were 
trying to cut. 

Men in Mandalay are being sup- 
plied by a combat-cargo air task 
force, which during a five-day pe- 
riod dropped rations enough for 
90,000 men, 50,000 gallons of gaso- 
line and quantities of other sup- 
plies, including ammunition, vita- 
mins and rum. ; 





HELP FRENCH 


KUNMING, March 1¢—The 14th 
USAAF is prepared to support the 
French Annamites in every way 
possible in the current crisis in 
Indo-China, Maj. Gen. Claire Chen- 
nault, the 14th’s commanding of- 
ficer, said*here today, the Associ- 
ated Press reported. 

"As I see it, the Japanese have 
finally decided that it is necessary 
to take over Indo-China,” he said. 
"We would lose an opportunity if 
we did not prevent them from 
achieving this end.” 

A Japanese News Agency report 
said that Japanese occupation au- 
thorities have permitted the Hanoi 
and Saigon branches of the Bank 
of French Indo-China to re-open. 
They were closed when the Japa- 
nese began full military occupation 
of the territory. 

The Japanese also said that the 
French garrison in Shanghai had 
laid down its arms, and _ that 
French troops in Peking and Tient- 
sin were disarmed by Japanese 
troops without incident on Monday. 


Chiang-Communist Unity 
Hopes Reach New Low 


WASHINGTON, March 16 (AP) 
—American hopes for real unity in 
China have hit another gloomy low. 

There appears to be little chance 
now, according to reports reaching 
here, for wholehearted consolidation 
of the Chinese Communists and the 
National Government in time to aid 
an American landing on the China 
coast, regardless of when that hap- 





pens. 
The best available information is 
that both Chiang Kai-shek and the 
Communist leader, Chouen Lei, are 
standing firmly by the various de- 
mands made upon each other in 
such a way as to be-cloud all hopes 
that they might get together. 


Clergymen Appeal 


WASHINGTON, March 16 (Reu- 
ter’'s) —A_ delegation representing 
5,000 Protestant clergymen _pre- 
sented an appeal yesterday to the 
White House and British and Soviet 
embassies to open Palestine’s doors 
to the Jews. The appeal was ad- 








Japs On China Coast 
Wait For Invasion 


CHUNGKING, March 16 (AP) 
—The Japanese have massed 150,- 
000 troops in the Shanghai, Hang- 
chow, Ningpo region in prepara- 
tion for the feared American 
landing and have completed other 
defensive measures such as the 
erecting of fortifications, an Army 
spokesman declared today. 

Defensive preparations are also 
reported to have been completed 
in the Hong Kong and Canton 
region but have not been finished 
yet around Foochow and Fukien. 

The spokesman added that the 
Japanese were pouring troops into 
northern Indo-China from the 
Hunan-Kwangsi railway region to 
forestall any possible American 
invasion of Indo-China and pos- 
Sibly for a drive on Kunming up 
the Yunan railway. He estimated 
that the Japanese already have 
five or six divisions in northern 
Indo-China. 











Panic Sweeps Tokyo 
After B-29 Attacks 


WASHINGTON, March 16 (UP) 
—The Tokyo correspondent of the 
Russian Tass News Agency reported 
today that the Jap capital’s civil- 
ians were thrown into uncontrol- 
lable panic by the Super Fortress 
raids last Saturday. 

He said refugees still were crowd- 
ing the railway stations and trying 
to flee the capital. Everywhere ve- 
hicles are being loaded with belong- 
ings of people leaving the city. The 
hospitals are overcrowded. 

The correspondent quoted the 
Tokyo newspaper Asahi as saying 
that for three days after the at- 
tack "sufferers wandered about the 
places reduced to ashes hoping to 
find out if their families were safe.” 

Asahi said the people rushed to 
the bridges and other bottlenecks 
and the police lost control. 





Churchill's Speech 


Stirs London Press 


LONDON, March 16—Mixed com- 
ment by the London press today 
greeted Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill’s hint yesterday of his 
intention to form a national govern- 
ment if the present coalition breaks 
up before the election. 

The Liberal News Chronicle stated 
editorially that "this plea for con- 
tinued “national unity is evidently 
to be used to the extent of attempt- 
ing to maintain the facade of ’na- 
tional’ government when the Labor 
and Liberal parties go into opposi- 
tion for the election.” 

The paper’s diplomatic correspon- 
dent asserted that Churchill’s idea 
had disappointed even an influen- 
tial section of the Conservative 
party. 

The Conservative Times said that 
"the day will come when the coali- 





needs, but yesterday’s speech brings 
vivid proof that there are tasks in 
the domestic fields which, if rightly 
measured, will justify and permit 
colleetive action for two or three 
years in the new Parliament.” 

The Laborite Daily Herald said 
that Churchill’s plan for a post- 
election government is "based on 
the hope of concluding a negotiated 
peace between a hypothetical Con- 
servative majority and ’men of 
goodwill of any party or no party 
who are willing to serve.’” 


Soviet View 
MOSCOW, March 16 (Reuter’s) 
—Red Star, official organ of the 
Red Army, stated today that "the 
Franco regime, which was created 
by German Fascism, must be de- 
stroyed with it. Thus the Spanish 
land will once more emerge into 
the front line of freedom, and the 
Spanish people, which has shed its 
blood in the cause of democracy, 
will occupy an honorable place in 
the peaceful family of democratic 





peoples.” 


tion can no longer meet the nation’s. 


Esteva Gets 


oe, 


Life Term 


Despite Dramatic Plea 





night sentenced Admiral Jean 


Jean Henri Aud, ex-chief of 


PARIS, March 16—The French High Court of Justice las 


Pierre Esteva, former Resident 


General in Tunisia and commander of French forces who Op- 
posed the Allies in Levant, to life imprisonment. The prosecutor 
had asked for the death penalty. 

At the same time, it was announced that Air Corps Genera) 


French aviation in the Middle 





Cleanse Parliament, 
Finn Vofers Urged 


LONDON, March 16 — Finland's 
voters will go to the polls next Sat- 
urday and Sunday to determine 
their country’s future in the first 
national election since the summer 
of 1939 and the first election for a 
nation which fought on the side of 
the Axis. 

Premier Juko Paasikivi, in a dra- 
matic radio appeal last night, urged 
the Finnish people to cleanse their 
parliament of all elements respon- 
sible for the policy which plunged 
Isa nation into two wars in a short 

e. 

Izvestia, officia] organ of the 

Soviet Government, added to the 
importance already attached to the 
election with a statement that ’’the 
results of the Finnish elections will 
show whether Finland intends to 
set foot resolutely and systematic- 
ally on the path of extirpation of 
Fascists” and whether Finland had 
"broken completely with her anti- 
Soviet past.” 
In London, the independent 
weekly review Economist said that 
"an electoral victory for Social 
Democrats of Tanner’s tendency 
may well lead to sharp Russian re< 
action. Pravda foreshadowed this 
rather bluntly when it said that this 
election was not merely Finland’s 
internal affair and accused ‘the 
leaders of certain old parties’ of re- 
garding the friendship with Russia 
as a ‘transient, temporary meas- 
ure.’” 


Infruders Fire Shots 
Near Sforza’s House 


ROME, March 16—Two men lurk- 
ing in Count Carlo Sforza’s garden 
opened fire after dusk last Mon- 
day on the male servant who chal- 
lenged them, it was disclosed today. 
They fled after firing their shots. 
The incident was preceded by 
threatening telephone calls to 
Sforza’s house. 

Sforza was, until recently, High 
Commissioner for the Purge of 
Fascists. Like other officials active 
in the purge, he has received many 
anonymous threats. The members 
of the purge commission are cus- 
tomarily accompanied by armed es- 
corts. 

Only eight hours after the firing 
on Sforza’s premises, the Fascist 
radio in northern Italy broadcast a 
report of it, even before it was of- 
ficially announced here. 
The broadcast added, ”Count 
Carlo Sforza came out uninjured 
this time but will not be spared in 
the future.” 

At the time of the intrusion, 
Sforza was in the studio of the 
ground floor of his villa. He noticed 
two shadows approaching his win- 
dow over which the blinds were 








half-down. But his watchman was 
on the job. 








Hornet's Pilot Victim Of Assault 








By Sgt. HOWARD TAUBMAN 
Staff Correspondent 

ROME, March 16—Domenico Dei, 
master of the Green Hornet, a 
Roman taxi with 13 years of hon- 
orable service, is a man bereft to- 
day. The Green Hornet is gone, 
and Dominic—as the American unit 
for whom he has been driving calls 
him—bears the injuries of a brutal, 
unprovoked assault. 

It happened late Wednesday 
night. Dominic had finished his 
day’s work of hauling American 
soldiers about their business, as he 
has done for months since the 
American Army requisitioned his 
taxi. As he started toward home, 
he was stopped by three strange 
American soldiers. 

They told him, says Dominic, who 
speaks English quite well, that they 
were late and wanted him to take 
them back to camp. Dominic told 
them he couldn’t, it was against 
Army orders. They insisted. Dom- 





dressed to Roosevelt, Churchill 
and Stalin, ‘ 


inic thought they were fooling. 
Other service men had stopped him 





in the past for the same reason 
but went away when they saw it 
was no go. 

The three GIs then asked Dom- 
inic for a lift as far as the Tiber. 
The skipper of the Green Hornet 
bowed to their insistent demands 
and drove them to the river and 
across it. ‘ 

On the other side of the Tiber 
Dominic’s unwanted passengers 
forced Dominic to drive to an un- 
populated district. Then they or- 
dered him out and told him they 
wanted his cab. Dominic tried to 
laugh it off. He knows that some 
Americans like to kid people, but 
he discovered that these were 
nasty customers. 

One of the soldiers pulled out a 
gun, and began to slug the little, 
gray-haired Italian who has served 
the Americans faithfully and well. 
He placed his hands over his head 
to protect his skull. The blows fell 
on his fingers, breaking his nails 





and blackening his finger tips. 
They bashed in his nose and 


blackened his eyes. Then they got 
= the Green Hornet and rode 
off. 

Dominic stumbled along the dark 
streets, stunned, An American serv- 
icé man in a jeep stopped, noticed 
he was bleeding and carried him 
to a medical aid station. Dominic 
was given first aid and went home. 

The American and British MPs 
were informed, as were the Italian 
police. Thus far the Green Hornet 
has not been found, and the vicious 
soldiers who took it are still at 
large. 

Dominic’s aches are not all phy- 
sical. He misses the Green Hornet 
which he has driven with restraint 
and caution through Rome’s streets 
since he bought it in 1932. He is 
apologetic to the men of the 
American unit he serves because 
he cannot do his regular work. 

The men in Dominic’s unit are 
much more apologetic. They are 
deeply ashamed that three Ameri- 
can soldiers could be so low as to 


+East, was sentenced to hard lg. 


bor for life on charges of inte]. 
ligence with the enemy. 

Esteva’s trial—first of a series of 
trials of high Vichyites to be held 
in Paris—came to an end after a 
passionate plea by Esteva himself 
to let him “finish the war with 
arms in my hands against the Ger- 
mans in the most dangerous and 
humble post,” an equally dramatic 
demand by the prosecutor for "su- 
preme justice,” and a -three-hour 
speech by Maitre Chresteil in Es- 
teva’s defense. 

Chresteil criticized the prosecu- 
tion for having Esteva tried before 
Marshal Henri Philippe Petain, 
stating that it was impossible to 
judge an accomplice before the prin- 
cipal author of a crime. He asserted 
that Esteva’s only fault was weak- 
ness and failure to have "the sta- 
ture to struggle against the Ger- 
mans.” Chresteil asserted that Es- 
teva had only wanted to save 
France. 


APPLAUSE FOR DEFENSE 


There was applause after the de- 
fense had finished and after order 
was restored in court, Esteva him- 
= rose to make his final declara- 

on. 

”Everything that my defense said 
was true,” he declared. "If anyone 
thinks I made a mistake, it was 
because I was blinded by the pas- 
sion which I placed at the service 
of France. Let me go free so that I 
can ask the Government to let me 
finish the war with arms in my 
hands against the Germans in the 
most dangerous and humble post.” 

There was fresh applause which 
was quickly suppre and the 
jury then withdrew to consider its 
verdict. 





MEASURE APPROVED 

PARIS, March 16 (Reuter’s)—The 
French Consultative Assembly to- 
day approved a Government meas- 
ure to restore property confiscated 
during the occupation. This applies 
particularly to property of Jews 
who were the victims of Vichy and 
German racial laws. 


Litvinoff May Head 
Security Delegation 


LONDON, March 16—Maxim Lit- 
vinoff, Vice Commissar for Foreign 
Affairs, may lead the Soviet dele- 
gation to the San Francisco Con- 
ference on April 25, according to 
@ report in London diplomatic 
circles today. 

Reuter’s said that this expecta- 
tion is based on the view that For- 
eign Commissar Vyacheslav Molo- 
tov will be fully occupied with the 
final phases of the war against 
Germany and unable to leave Eu- 
rope for any length of time. 
Litvinoff’s command of English 
gives him considerable advantages, 
it was pointed out. His record as 
Foreign Commissar before the war 
when he fought for collective se- 
curity at Geneva in the League of 
Nations and his experience as So- 
viet Ambassador to the United 
= will also be helpful, it was 
said. 

If he is assisted by his fellow Vice 
Commissar, Ivan Maisky, former 
Ambassador to London, the Soviet 
team would be exceptionally strq@g, 
Reuter’s said. 


7 USO Enfertainers Die 
In ATC Plane Accident 


WASHINGTON, March 16 (AP) 
—Sixteen persons, including seven 
USO entertainers, perished in the 
crash of an Air Transport Com- 
mand plane while flying from Ens- 
land to Paris on March 3, the War 
Department announced today. 

The USO personnel were al 
nounced as: George Matkovich, 
Chicago, Mrs. Ruth Donor, Neptune, 
N. J., Lester Chapman, Evanston, 
Ill, H. A. Sabath, Chicago, Gaius 
Young, Minneapolis, Ben Ruben, 
Chicago, and Jack Ross, Chicag°. 
The European division of at? 
reported that the accident marre 
a safety record of five million miles 








attack one defenseless, graying, 
little man, 


of flying during which no loss of life 
in a plane accident occurred. 
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Survey Shows Curfew 
Brings Definite Results 





WASHINGTON, March 16 (ANS) 
~-A countryside survey of the Fed- 
eral government’s efforts to regu- 
late the entertainment habits of 
America indicated today they have 
definitely resulted in sending the 
bar, nightclub and movie patrons 
home at midnight. 

Speakeasies, which make the 
headlines, were the exceptions and 
not the rule in city after city and 
the only conspicuous failures were 
in the biggest cities where service 
men flock on leave and where they 
formerly made up 60 to 75 percent 
of the entertainment patronage. 

OPA Administrator Chester 
Bowles said today he would seek a 
rollback in movie and_ theater 
prices. This brought stout denials 
of overcharging from theater men 
throughout the nation. One Broad- 
way producer bluntly that 
if the prices were "rolled back” the 
Broadway shows would be "rolled 
under.” 

The greatest confusion over the 
curfew was apparent in the New 
York Magistrate’s courts. In one, 
three women were given jail sen- 
fences when they could not produce 
ines imposed for "disorderly con- 
duct”—drinking after midnight in 
4 friend’s apartment. 

Another judge refused to accept 
& plea of guilty when 17 waiters 
were hauled in for playing cards 
ns a friend’s apartment. He threw 

e Case out of court with the com- 
ment, "I’m not going to accept 
Suilty pleas when people are not 
oven vient © getting so you can’t 
inj dnight™ © end and stay after 

San Francisco has had a mid- 





night curfew for more than a year 
and though the city swarms with 
Army and Navy personnel there 
have been few lawbreakers and the 
curfew is working well. 

Seattle police, after their nightly 
cruise through the city since the 
curfew went into effect, say they 
have not observed one violator. 

In midwestern cities like Indiana- 
polis and Des Moines there was 
little organized beating of the cur- 
few. Most of the towns outside of 
Chicago and New York always had 
fairly early closing hours and the 
midnight closing just moved the 
hour up a bit. 


IN THE SPRING THE GALS ARE LOVELIER 





See. 4 
Symbol of spring is Easter 
cover girl Dolores Moran, 
(above, left) giving out with 
a luscious smile from a frame 
of lilies. Spring in Florida 
means an Orange Queen, and 
sure enough she’s Laurel Nor- 
den of Winter Haven, Fia., 
smiling from a throne of 
oranges and grapefruit. Spring 
in California means bathing 
girls, naturally, and Marguer- 
ite Chapman (above) dons her 
swim suit for an early season 
rowboat ride, presumably in 
the Pacific Ocean. The orange 
girl’s distinction is that she’s 
not in the movies. (Acme) 


\Stimson Asks Inquiry 
In ‘Bloodstain’ Case 


WASHINGTON, March 16 (AP) 
—Secretary of War Henry L. Stim- 
son said today that he had ordered 
an inquiry into a report that the 
parents of a soldier killed in New 
Guinea had been sent his blood- 
stained clothing. 

Stimson said he received a letter 
from Rep. Louis L. Ludlow (D., 
Ind.), asking for an inquiry into 
the case of a father and mother 
in Indianapolis. 

"IT am having the facts investi- 
gated and will reply to Ludlow 
when the information is received,” 
he added. 

Lt. Col. John R. Murphy, of the 
personal effects department in 
Kansas City, was quoted as saying 
the instance was an apparent vio- 
lation of Army Regulations. 

The identity of the person who 
is supposed to have sent the cloth- 
ing to the parents of the dead sol- 
dier was not disclosed either. 








| Legless Gl’s 


——_-_-,, 


' Wed ForLove, 


— Girl Advises | 


CONSHOHOCKEN, Pa., March 
16 (ANS)—Eighteen-year-old Doris 
Jane Ruth, who on March 31 is 
going to wed Aubrey Holland, 24, 
legless wearer of the Purple Heart 
and Silver Star, today offered this 
advice to girls engaged to wounded 
soldiers: "Don’t marry out of pity, 
marry for love.” 

Holland arrived at Walter Reed 
Hospital in Washington last June 
with pneumonia, a broken arm and 
without legs. He lost them at Cas- 
sino. His first job was to write 
Doris Jane with whom he had an 
“understanding.” "I’m pretty badly 








Stimson Requesting 
‘Orderly Reduction’ 
Of General Officers 


WASHINGTON, March 16 (AP)— 
Legislation to permit "orderly re- 
duction” in rank of temporary gen- 
erals when required by change of 
assignment has been requested by 
Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson, 
in a letter to Rep. Sam Rayburn 
(D., Tex.), House Speaker. 

Stimson proposed that the Presi- 
dent for the duration and six 
months thereafter be permitted to 
reappoint officers with rank of 
temporary major general or higher 


to lower temporary general officer 


grades. 
"Changes in assignment of gen- 


not wait.” 


convinced him. 


turn to his old job. 


banged up,” he wrote, "you'd better 


Doris Jane replied by return mail, 
"I still love you, no matter what 
has happened or what is left of 
you.” She went to Washington and 


Holland walks so well on artificial 
legs that he needs only a cane. 
After their honeymoon he will re- 


eral officers are being required with 
increasing frequency and will reach 
a maximum during the re-deploy- 
ment and reduction in strength of 
the Army following the defeat of 
Germany,” Stimson asserted. "Un- 
der the proposed legislation it would 
be possible when necessary to ef- 
fect a reduction of only one grade, 
thus making the most effective use 
of an officer and to so time the 


TVA Bill Postponed 
By Solon’s Collapse 


WASHINGTON, March 16 (ANS) 
—Sen. Kenneth McKellar (D., 
Tenn.), suffered a fainting spell 
yesterday after a floor attack on 
the Tennessee Valley Authority’s 
revolving fund and the Senate re- 
cessed until today. The sudden ill- 
ness of the 76-year-old acting chair- 
man of the Appropriations Com- 
mittee delayed passage of the 3 
billion, 150 million-dollar indepen- 
dent offices appropriations bill. 

A short time before, McKellar 
formally abandoned an effort to 
amend the measure to require TVA 
to pay all of its power and fertilizer 
receipts into the Treasury and op- 
erate exclusively on Congressional 
appropriations, since it would re- 
quire a two-thirds Senate majority 
to add legislation to the appropria- 


to offer a proposal as a separate 
bill requiring only a majority vote. 
It will be introduced in a day or 
two he said and would require every 
agency to pay all of its receipts 
into the Treasury’s general fund. 

He left the chamber and when 
he did not return, rumors spread 
that he had collapsed. An inquiry 
disclosed he became ill suddeniy in 
the anteroom of the Chamber. After 
a brief rest and treatment he re- 
gained his feet and told reporters 
he felt much better. 

In his speech McKellar urged 
Congress to assume control over 
TVA power revenues to prevent 
Chairman David E. Lilienthal from 
"using them as he pleases.” Mc- 
Kellar said he questioned the right 
of TVA to buy the East Tennessee 
Light and Power Company without 
Congressional sanction, after read- 
ing a newspaper headline assert- 
ing it had concluded a 9,600,000- 
dollar deal for those properties. 


Montana Democrat Says 
USSR Will Fight Japan 


WASHINGTON, March 16 (INS) 
"Absolutely certain” war between 
the USSR and Japan was pre- 
dicted today by Rep. Michael 
Mansfield, (D., Mont.), im his re- 
port to Congress followi a Far 
East —— tour for esident 
Roosevelt. 

"These countries are going to 
war,” Rep. Mansfield stated, "and 


action as to cause a minimum em- 
barrassment. 

"Thus, an officer now serving in 
the European Theater who is to be 
reassigned to the Pacific in a lower 
general officer grade could be given 
a leave of absence at home in his 
higher grade and reduced while en 
route to his Pacific assignment.” 


U.S. Curfew Pains 
Irk ‘Mid-Pacifican’ 


HONOLULU, March 16 (ANS)— 





Complaints against the midnight 


curfew in the United States drew a 


scarcastic reply today from the 


"Mid-Pacifican,” an Army news- 
paper in Hawaii. The reply, under 


a two-column headline, "GIs Shed 


Tears For Playboys Wounded By 
Stateside Curfew,” was written by 
the paper’s editor, 33-year-old Sgt. 
Charles A. Vedon of New York and 
Los Angeles. He listed a full column 


tions bill. McKellar said he decided jof quotations from the United States 


decrying the effect of the curfew 
on night life and then added: 

"When contrasted with the care- 
free, unrestricted life of the aver- 
age overseas GI, it sort of tugs at 


your heartstrings. It’s simply 
peachy stuff to send to Manila, 
China, Europe’s southern § and 


western fronts. 

"Guys in those spots are bound 
to experience feelings of intense 
pity, knowing what some folks back 
home are enduring. Boys on places 
like Iwo Jima couldn’t get really 
sympathetic, although they'll prob- 
ably try.” 


Solon Promises Priority 
To Gl Voice In Peace 


WASHINGTON, March 16 (AP) 
Sen. Arthur H. Vandenberg said he 
will give "top priority” to sugges- 
tions from members of the Armec 
Forces on proposals to be laid be- 
fore the World Security Conference 
at San Francisco. 

In a letter to Gov. Dwight H. 
Green of Illinois, he said he wei- 
comed Green’s proposal that fight- 
ing men and women should have a 
voice in establishing peace. 

He said it was "elemental” that 
their views should receive weighty 
consideration. He further wrote, "I 
shall demand that all peace settle- 
ments, including temporary deci- 
sions unavoidably required by ex- 
igencies of war, shall finally be 
submitted to these representatives 





the only question is a question of 





when.” 


for approval by constitutional pro- 
cess.” 





Hollywood’ 





s Oscars To 


Bing, Ingrid, 


McCarey 








HOLLYWOOD, March 16 (AP) 
—The movie industry crowned 
Bing Crosby and Ingrid Berg- 
man the best film performers of 
1944 and acclaimed "Going My 
Way” the outstanding picture of 
the year. . 

Barry Fitzgerald, co-star with 
Crosby in "Going My Way,” won 
the prize for the best support- 
ing role for actors. Ethel Barry- 
more won the award for the sup- 
porting role for an actress for her 
work in "None but the Lonely 
Heart.” 

Crosby, for his portrayal of a 
priest, and Miss Bergman for her 
role in "Gaslight,” were awarded 


the treasured Oscars as the Aca- 
demy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences held its annual function 
before a select gathering in the 
Chinese theater last night. Thous- 
ands of fans cheered the an- 
nouncements from Hollywood 
Boulevard outside. 

Leo McCarey captured the di- 
rector’s award for directing 
"Going My Way” and also won 
another honor for writing the best 
original motion picture story of 
"Going My Way.” McCarey’s 
double was a first in the 17 years 
of the academy. 

Darryl F. Zanuck captured the 
Irving G. Thalberg award for the 








"most consistent high quality pro- 


duction.” He produced the epic 
”"Wilson,” a leading contender for 
picture honors. 

Bob Hope played the MC. 

Referring to his life member- 
ship in the academy Bob Hope 
said: 

"Every year they slip me a 
consolation prize. I wondered 
what excuse they’d think up this 
time.” 

Bob was chief heckler when 
Der Bingle showed up on the 
stage. Crosby stammered: "I 
hardly know what to say .. .” 

Bob: "Do it just like you re- 
hearsed it, Jack.” 

Bing: "This is really the land 
of opportunity when Leo Mc- 





Carey can take a broken down 
crooner like me and lead him by 
the hand so he can wind up with 
a piece of happy crockery like 
this statue. Now, if I could only 
find me a horse to win the Ken- 
tucky Derby.” 

Bob: ’’Take that thing down to 
the stables and show it to the 
nags.” 

As Crosby left the stage, Hope 
snickered: 

”"Now I know how Dewey felt.” 

A statuette for the best original 
song went to "Swinging On A 
Star” which Crosby sang . in 
"Going My Way,” written by 
James Van Heusen with words 
by Johnny Burke, 
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CRIMEA CONFERENCE 


Dear Editor: 

After reading Cpl. Jack Fletcher's 
“beef” which appeared in the Feb. 
19th issue of The Stars and Stripes, 
I wonder whether the mentality 
quotient of some of our GIs isn’t 
a little overestimated 

The corporal comovlained about 
the three pages in The Stars and 
Stripes which were allotted to the 
Crimea Conference. He wants to 
know, "Who reads al) that stuff 
you print?” He also claims that 
"the guys up here don’t give a hoot 
about those statements.” I’m sure 
the corporal is only referring to 
himself and the "five others” who 
agree that they’re not interested in 
“stuff,” such as the Crimea Confer- 
ence. 

I know I speak for the majority 
when I say that we are and should 
be interested in world events such 
as these inasmuch as they are to 
have such an important bearing on 
our lives for generations to come. 
The entire world is electrified by 
the significance of this historic 
meeting. And the corporal has the 
*guts” to condemn it. I doubt if it 
would do any good to explain the 
true meaning of the conference to 
the corporal. I doubt whether he 
could understand such “stuff.” He 
(and his five cohorts) want more 
of Li'l Abner as tnat seems to be 
the extent of their mental capacity. 
Upon request, I’d be glad to send 
him the latest copy of Juvenile 
enens to satisfy his literary crav- 
ngs. 

As for those of us who are in- 
terested in what the future peace of 
the world holds in store for us, I 
say we want to read more of these 
articles. Through them, we _ will 
know our efforts at such confer- 
ences will guarantee the world-wide 
peace we're determined to achieve. 

—Pvt. Ben Wodis, Medics 


.. . I wish to disagree heartily 
with Cpl. Fletcher. There is cer- 
tainly a group of persons who have 
no greater interest in the war than 
getting home again, completely dis- 
interested in whether or not they 
or their children will have to fight 
again. From the experiences which 
I have had both in Italy and in the 
States, I am convinced that this 
short-sighted, selfish attitude is not 
held by any large number of men. 

To the contrary. we are vitally 
interested in these developments, 
and would feel that we were de- 


prived of information necessary to 
justify this war. We are not here 
simply because of some one elses’ 
beliefs, but because we believe that 
this is our war being fought for 
ideals of freedom, equality, security 
for all men. If we feel it is any less, 
we waste our time fighting or being 
abroad in an army. War without 
reason is unjustifiable. To exclude 
the reason and truth from our only 
newspaper would be a disservice to 





us all, 
—Pfc. Thomas Fina, AAF 
FOR LENA 
Dear Editor: 


We of a combat division also 
want to express our feelings of a 
good deed Lena Horne has done. 
Referring to her refusal to go on 
with her show until the PWs were 
ousted, we feel that if other U. S. 
entertainers would follow in her 
footsteps, soldier’s morale would be 
much higher. We believe PWs are 
entitled to some recreation, but 
why carry it too far? 

After all, we are all in this to- 
gether, so let the home front do 
its share, but we often wonder what 
kind of recreation and entertain- 
ment our captured buddies in Ger- 
many are getting. 

Let’s give thanks to Lena Horne. 
to Set. Freedman for his letter and 
to The Stars and Stripes for print- 


ing it. 
—Pfce. Bob Jurgel, Inf. 
Pfc. Albie Craven, Inf. 





7 
LET’S DANCE 
Dear Editor: 

Just returning from a five-day 
pass and would like to put forth 
my idea of how a soldier could 
have a better time at one of these 
places. 

If you have ever been on the line 
I think it would be your idea like 
mine that the first thing a man 
thinks of is women. My idea is to 
have more dances and permit the 
GI to take their friends to GI 
shows. You are not going to dis- 
courage men from seeing women, 
some for various means of enter- 
tainment. In my case I get a big 
kick out of just talking to them. 
And dancing is a good fill-in. Let 
the boys become acquainted with 
better class girls through your 
center rather than on the streets 
of some large city. 

In short, more dancing. 

-—T-5 S. Power 








Puptent Poets 








MARCH 17th 
Here’s to you sons of Erin, 
Where ever you happen to be, 
To that Irish grin your wearin’, 
And eyes that twinkle with glee. 
And to your Irish heart, 
As free as the light of day, 
To the merriment you always start, 
Where ever you chance to stray. 





And to the blarney you speak, 
When ever the chance to inspire, 
To the happiness you always seek, 
With laughter your only desire. 
So as this hour rolls around, 
And St. Patrick comes your way. 
Let joy and merriment be found, 
For we're all Irish today! 

—Pfe. Frank Lally, Inf. 





STRANGE TO SAY 
I’m So in the habit of doing 
Things my own way 
That I think nothing of what 
Other people think of it... 
And I’ve found it to pay. 


PRIVATE 
Your uniform is simple, 
No gold or silver bars, 
No Sam Browne belt or chevrons, 
No shining leaves or stars. 


You do KP and yard work, 
Obey the bugle’s toot, 

And always must remember— 
Salute! Salute! Salute! 


The pains, the fears, the heart- 
aches, 

Are yours who tote a gun, 

By men like you is freedom won; 

And glory most unsung. 


The public praise and glory, 
May never be your part; 

You wear the badge of courage, 
Emblazoned on your heart. 


Now, whenever you say "Private:” 
Please, soldier, speak it loud, 
Then square ‘your shoulders firmly, 
And in your heart be proud. 

—Pfc. Lawrence M. Brings, AT Inf. 


WHO—ME? 
If you would have the universe 
A better place to live in than before, 
Forget that phrase, "maintain the 
peace.” 
Hunt down, destroy the seeds of 





























ROME—Pat Kelly, Army private 
from Boston’s Irish district was in 
Rome; and ever since he was a 
teen-age school kid, he had thought 
of Rceme primarily as the seat of 
the Catholic Church, the home of 
the Pope. 

So it was not strange that Pat 
Kelly, along with hundreds of other 
GIs, stood crowded in the ornate, 
elaborately frescced Clementine Hall 
of the Vatican Palace, waiting to 
see and hear Pope Pius XII. 

To him, the sight of the Pope 
would be the highlight of his trip 
to Rome, perhaps the most mem- 
orable event of his Army career. It 
would be something to tell the fel- 
lows back in the outfit, something 
to write home about, something to 
relate to his children and grand- 
children after the war. 

Pat happened to be Catholic— 
but his anticipations and impres- 
sions upon seeing and hearing the 
Pope apply as well to thousands of 
non-Catholic soldiers who have been 
received by Pope Pius XII since 
Rome’s liberation last June 5. 

Of the tens of thousands of Al- 
lied troops who have attended the 
daily Papal audiences during the 
past ten months, a Vatican attache 
estimates off-hand that a fourth to 
a half were Protestant or Jewish. 


All Curious... 


Pat found a crowd at Clementine 
Hall. It was so packed th:.t he had 
trouble getting his many Rosaries 
and other objects out of his pockets 
for the Pope’s general blessing. He 
even had trouble kneeling as the 
Holy Sovereign, accompanied by a 
— Papal attendants, entered the 
all, 

Pat listened attentively to catch 
every word the Pope spoke. 
Extremely affable, Pius XII con- 
verses with most Allied soldiers in 
their native tongues. He speaks 
fluently seven European languages, 
including English and his native 
Italian. He speaks all of the prin- 
cipal European languages except 
Russian. 

Frequently, he surprises American 
soldiers by referring to places he 
visited in the United States, as Car- 
dinal Pacelli, in 1936. Sometimes he 
reminds the GIs of the exact hall 
in which he appeared in their home 
towns; and, according to a story, 
he startled a soldier from Gary, 
Ind., by forsaking his French to 
pronounce Notre Dame to rhyme 
“vith name. 

Actually, the daily audiences rep- 
resent a tremendous drain upon his 
time and energy. According to the 
Vatican. the Pope spends an aver- 
age of two hours a day in such audi- 
ences, the public ones to which GIs 
are invited and dozens of private 
ones for important military and 
state functionaries and for special 
military groups. 


Old Formula... 


The public ones, held at 12:30 
PM daily, are really adaptations 
from the Pope’s peacetime audiences 
for pilgrims. They began in 1939 
when pilgrimages stopped and the 
war started bringing troops from 
many nations to and through Rome. 
Not, however, until Allied troops ar- 
rived in Rome was there any large 
atter.dance. 

The first general audience for Al- 
lied troops was held June 8, 1944, 
three davs after Rome’s liberation, 
and the Pope gave each of the hun- 
dreds of soldiers present a string of 
Rosaries. His <irst GI audience was 
held in Clementine Hall. where the 
present audiences are held. At vari- 
ous times, however, thev have been 
held in other Vatican Palace halls. 
the Sala Regio which holds 3,000 
to 4,000 people and the Hal: of the 
Benediction which holds nearly 
8,000. 

Entering uneuarded, the Pope 
usually delivers a short extempor- 
aneous talk and a general blessing. 
Then he passes among those pres- 
ent. talking to some, shakin~ hands 
with others: nermitting still others 
to kiss the Papal Ring. A Rome 
merchant estimates the Pope has 
blessed 300.000 to 50C.000 Rosaries 
for Allied troops to mail home. 
Many GIs have presented the Pope 
with cifts—a dozen chocolate bars 
was given him by one. an angel head 
vicked up in the ruins of Cassino 
was offered by another. 


300,000,000.000 


WASHINGTON. March 16 (AP) 
—The Senate Finance Committee 
vesterday approved the lifting of 
the national debt limit to 300 bil- 
lion dollars after hearing the Under 
Secretary of the Treasury. Daniel 
W. Bel!. testifv that another in- 


W.P.| HENRY MORGENTHAU §JR., Sec- 
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“Follow them, Ilse. Papa’s got our ration book.” 





Soviets 5th Army Freed 
Get Ready For Trip Home 





WITH THE 5TH ARMY, March 
16—The first thing you see is a 
big hammer and sickle, shiny white 
upon the newly painted red frame 
of what looks like a bulletin board. 
It is a bulletin board, a sign says. 
The sign looks like this: CTEHTA- 
3ETA. That’s Russian, or as Rus- 
sian as English type can go. 
You see what looks to be GIs, only 
they have red stars painted on their 
fatigue hats and wear armbands 
that read USSR. 

These men—Soviet female soldiers 
have yet to put in their appearance 
—will be going back to their Rus- 
sia, after months or years of im- 
prisonment in German prison 
camps, of servitude in Nazi factor- 
ies and of enforced soldiering in 
the Wehrmacht. Most of the men 
will be going back to villages and 
cities ruined by war and to fami- 
lies . . . at least they hope some 
members of their families are alive 
today. 

Since the camp was opened about 
a month ago by the 5th Army’s 10138 
MP Battalion, over 150 Russian na- 
tionals have been processed and 
sent on to a base camp in southern 
Italy, from where they will be re- 
turned to the Soviet Union as soon 
as arrangements can be completed, 
according to Capt. Frederick Friend 
of Philadelphia, who is now admin- 
istrative detachment commander of 
the 5th Army camp. 


DITTO IN 8TH 


The 8th Army has a similar 
through separate setup for the ex- 
change of their nationals, he said. 
Recent press reports from Ankara 
and Moscow give the following fi- 
gures on the over-all exchange of 
liberated nationals: 7,000 Russians 
freed by Anglo-Americans in Nor- 
mandy are now enroute home via 
ship. Almost 1,200 Americans re- 
cently liberated by the Red Army 
are now enroute home by sea, with 
2,000 more awaiting transport at 


By Sgt. JACK FOISIE 
Staff Correspondent 


an Odessa transit camp. The Brit- 
ish liberated total more than 3,000 
and the French liberated are more 


5,000. 

Most of the Russians freed on the 
Italian front walked over into the 
American lines. Some were cap- 
tured in battle and their nationality 
established at PW cages. After care- 
ful check by intelligence and secur- 
ity officers they are allowed to 
cast away their last trademark of 
the foe, the olive green Heinie uni- 
form. Once again they ,are citizens 
of the USSR. 

PAUS< TO REFRESH 

At the 5th Army transit camp 
they receive rations, new American 
uniforms and are housed until 
evacuated, usually a period of not 
longer than 48 hours, according to 
Maj. Torleiv Rosfjord of Brooklyn, 
'MP headquarters commander. They 
resume their Red Army rank and 
privileges. The officers are housed 
with American officers, the NCOs 
are in one section of tents and 
the "privates and civilians” in an- 
other. 

A recreation room is part of the 
camp and the first thing the lib- 
erated men do is try to tune the 
radio in on Moscow. They are able 
to do so without any trouble, ac- 
cording to Capt. Horace Matson of 
Minneapolis, the former detachment 
commander. 

Of the eight liberated men I 
talked to this afternoon through 
Russian interpreter Pfc. Nicholas 
Niciposik of Brooklyn, and through 
German interpreter Pfc. Harry H. 
Brukman of Los Angeles, none had 
been told by their German masters 
of the great Russian successes and 
they received the news with pleased 
undemonstrative attitudes. ; 
As for American food “it couldn't 
be better,” and as for their treat- 
ment by the Germans it couldn't 
have been worse—that about sums 





it all up. 








They Say... 





ADMIRAL WILLIAM F. HALSEY 
JR., U. S. 3rd Fleet commander, 
commenting on the Japanese war: 
"I don’t know why the little rats 
ever thought they could lick 


greatest mistake. Their second 
greatest mistake was when they 
started fighting dirty.” 


retary of the U. S. Treasury: 
"The true secret weapon of this 
war has been th- development 
between us and our Allies of a 
great anc enduring coalition.” 


BETTY GRABLE, explaining how 
legs get that way: 
"I think you have to start with 


America, anyway. That was their]- 














—Pfc. David Corn Jr., Inf. 


war! 
—T-4 J. Lucas, Inf. 


crease was needed within the year. 


legs.” 


your grandmother to have nice 


LETTER in Marseilles edition of 
The Stars and Stripes on the 
movie "Double Indemnity”: 
“Although the culprits are appre- 
hended and. made to pay for theif 
crime in the best Hays’ Office 
style, I am sure that the imagina- 
tion of many impressionable 
young people has been pernici- 
ously aroused. The picture is 4 
challenge to the criminal mind 
to perfect the murder which ! 
witnessed.” 


A RUSSIAN PASSPORT OFFICER, 
describing Nazi devastations br 
his country to Correspondent 
Maurice Hindus of the New Yo 
Herald Tribune: 

"T am all alone in the world. 
Sixty-three members of my fam 
ily have been m ed. 
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Nazi Pilots’ Skill Not 


What It Used To Be 





By Pvt. WALTER PULLIAM 
Stajf Correspondent 


MAAF H@Q., March 16—Ameri- 
ean fliers, engaging the once 
crack German Luftwaffe, find 
the present crop of German fliers 
inferior to the ones they encoun- 
tered a year ago. 

They find the German aerial 
fighters, while still skillful, much 
less aggressive, and many of them 
appear to have been thrown into 
combat without adequate train- 


ing. 

"The leaders are still very 
good,” commented Capt. Harry 
A. Parker of Milford, N. H., who 
has downed 13 Jerry planes to 
become the leading American ace 
now this theater. "We can 
usually pick him out by the way 
he maneuvers. 

"But the rest—well, they are 
not so hot. They don’t seem to 
know what to do when we at- 
tack. They seem to be new pilots, 
and they act as if they lack 
training.” 

On a recent combat mission, 
ist Lt. Gordon H. McDaniel, a 
15th Air Force pilot from Sweet- 
water, Tenn., looked out and 
could hardly believe his eyes. 
There, below him, were eight or 
nine FW-190s, strung out one 
behind the other, in a_ perfect 
formation for his attack. Start- 
ing at the rear, he picked off five, 
one at a time. He was even able 
to fly within 100 feet of one of 
the German planes before the 
enemy pilot caught on. 

Experienced, well-trained pilots 


would hardly ever be caught in 
such a situation. 

"The German planes are still 
very good,” explained Capt. Par- 
ker, "and they are sending up 
new planes all the time. The big 
change seems to be in the quality 
of the pilots.” 

American airmen point to the 
map. With the Reich completely 
encircled and the circle gradually 
growing smaller, Germany today 
doesn’t have a single 
field where she can provide pro- 
per and adequate for 
Luftwaffe replacements. 

With every part of the Reich 
within range of Allied air might, 
she must train her new pilots, 
in effect, in combat. Any time 
a training plane goes up, it runs 
the risk of an Allied attack. Im- 
agine on your first solo flight you 
had to fight off, or worry about 
fighting off, a squadron of vet- 
eran-manned planes! 

Not only does such a situation 
hamper the physical aspect of 
the Luftwaffe training program, 
but it affects the psychological 
outlook of the new pilots. It 
unnerves them, destroys their 
self-confidence. And this shows 
up in later combat. 

This training handicap, how- 
ever, does not mean that the 
Germans cannot put up a good 
aerial fight. While many of her 
fliers are poorly trained, she still 
has good leaders who are very 
careful to make the best possible 
use of their planes. 


TRAIL 





liberation forces. 
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Gutted shells of buildings line the rubble-strewn streets of this American city—Manila. The 
Japs carried out this plan of wreckage in a futile attempt to stop the advance of the American 
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OF THE JAPS IN MANILA 
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Romulo Blasts Japs 





15th AAF Forts Find 
Berlin Is Still There 


By A Staff Correspondent 

WITH THE 15TH AAF, March 16 
—Only clouds prevented 15th AAF 
fliers from seeing Berlin yesterday 
when they bombed the oil refinery 
at Ruhland, 75 miles south of the 
Nazi capital. 

Flying Fortress crewmen, flying 
the longest mission ever flown from 
an Italian base, said they craned 
their necks northward as_ they 
dropped their bombs, eager to get 
their first view of the former center 
of Nazidom. Had the skies been 
clear, the capital city would have 
been plainly visible from their al- 
titude. 

After the 1,50@-mile round trip, 
the Fortresses landed at their bases 
with but a few gallons of gasoline 
left in their tanks. Crewmen re- 
ported good success and said when 
they left Ruhland smoke was rising 
20,000 feet above the city. 

"I picked out three tall stacks 
sticking out of the smoke of earlier 
hits,” remarked Lt. Kenneth A. 





Landgren of Minneapolis, a. bomb-|d 


ardier. "And my eggs hit right in 
the center.” 

As one B-17, badly riddled by flak 

over the target, hobbled homeward, 
its crew turned on the radio. 
, "The first song we heard was, 
Coming In on a Wing and a 
Prayer,’” said Lt. Ralph B. Weaver 
of Stockton, Calif., the plane’s navi- 
gator. 

The Ruhland refinery was the 
largest available to the Germans. 


Now Three 


LONDON, March 16 (AP)—Only 
three of the 70 German war pris- 
oners who escaped from the 
Bridgend Camp in Wales on Sun- 
day were still at large today. None 

as offered resistance after being 








Soviets Put Hospital 
Under The Ground 





MOSCOW, March 16—Deep un- 
derground hospitals built into the 
front lines saved many thousands 
of lives during the Red Army's 
winter offensive, Reuter’s reported 
today. These hospitals were in- 
stalled on the line of the Vistula, 
it was disclosed. 

The hospitals were set up dur- 
ing the months when the offen- 
sive was being prepared. Beds 
were placed in a maze of cham- 
bers and tunnels, and light and 
power were wired in. 








Fort Raid On Osaka 
Destroys Big Arsenal 


GUAM, March 16 (UP)—The 
Osaka arsenal, one of the most im- 
portant war plants in Japan, blew 
up at the end of Wednesday’s Super 
Fortress raid, is was announced to- 


ay. 

Maj. Gen. Curtis Lemay said that 
reports indicated the arsenal ex- 
ploded after approximately 2,300 
tons of fire bombs had been poured 
into a 10-square mile area in the 
heart of Osako. 

The statement was based on the 
experiences of two Super Fortresses 
which were blown thousands of feet 
high as a result of the terrific blast, 
just before they left the target area. 
One plane was flying at 7,000 feet 
when the explosion occurred, and 
the blast hurled it to 10,000 feet. 

The ship went out of control and 
fell 8,000 feet before the pilot was 
able to pull out and limp home. 

The second plane was blown from 
7,000 feet to 11,000 feet where it 
turned over, made a slow roll and 
fell to 2,000 feet where the pilot 
recovered the control of his ma- 








Spotted. 





chine. 


For Manila Damage 


—_——_—_— 


SAN FRANCISCO, March 16 

(AP)—Carlos Romulo, Philippine 
Resident Commissioner in Wash- 
ington, said today that the deliber- 
ate destruction of Manila by the 
Japs was done on direct orders 
from Tokyo and that he would ex- 
pose this on the floor of Congress 
when he reaches: the capital. He 
is returning from the Philippines. 
"The rape of Nanking was a 
picnic in comparison with Manila. 
Nanking was the ‘primeval instinct 
of the Japs asserting itself. Manila 
was studied and systematic. In the 
Intramuros walled city they herded 
1,700 civilians into Fort Santiago, 
soaked the building in kerosene 
and burned it. Only three escaped 
and they were shot,” he said. 
"As women and children streamed 
through the breach in the Intra- 
muros wall made by the American 
artillery, the Japs mowed them 
down with machine guns by the 
thousands. All this was done on 
direct orders from Tokyo and we 
have captured documents to prove 
it. The orders said ’kill as many 
Filipinos as possible.’ 
"The Japs were irate because 
they did not get the support from 
the Filipino people. They wanted 
to make an example for the rest 
of East Asia.” 





CASEY MacARTHUR 


MANILA, March 16—American 
rail and shipping transportation 
was operating into Manila again 
today, with General Douglas Mac- 
Arthur riding the first flag- 
bedecked locomotive into the city, 
the Associated Press reported. The 
general said that American en- 
gineers reconstructed the Lingayen- 
Manila railroad in record time. 


To Reopen 
BRUSSELS, March 16 (AP)— 
Belgium’s Finance Minister, Gas- 
ton Eyskens, said yesterday in the 
chamber that Brussels’ stock ex- 
change would reopen within the 





[State Dept. Envoy To Study 
Status Of Liberated Albania 





Gen. Enver Hoxha’s committee 


Coordinated Attacks 
Part Of Yalta Plan 


WITH THE 15TH AIR FORCE, 
March 16—Recent attacks against 
enemy targets within a relatively 
few miles of Red Army lines illus- 
trate, perhaps better than any other 
development, the close cooperation 
achieved by Allied leaders at the 
Crimea Conference. 

At the end of the Crimea Con- 
ference, the Allied leaders an- 
nounced: 

"Timing, scope and coordination 
of new and even more powerful 
blows to be inflicted by our armies 
and air forces into the heart of 
Germany from east, west, north and 
south have been fully agreed on and 
planned in detail.” 

Following a policy of striking 
wherever most damage could be 
done to the enemy and most bene- 
fit to the Russians, the 15th AAF 
really has struck many times—three 
times in the last ten days—on con- 
centrations of supplies headed for 
the Germans in the southern Rus- 
sian front. 

On March 8, bombstrike photos 
and reconnaissance shows approxi- 
mately 350 rail cars were either de- 
stroyed or damaged at Hegyesha- 
lom, 70 miles from Budapest; and 
on March 4 probably 40 others were 
destroyed at Komarom, also just 











month, 


ahead of the Russian armies. 















SUEMARINES HAVE 
BEEN WAITING FoR! 










\S THE WEATHER CUR ] LANGUAGE TRANSMISSION! 
- WHEN OUR SUBS RIDE IT IN, 
I HOPE THEY FIND PLENTY | PLENTY OF SHARP 
OF NIP TONNAGE ‘ON THE” Bia 
HOOK ALONG THE Const =\ 


(Courtesy Chi, Trib.-New York News Syndicate, Inc., distributed thru CNS) 
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MEANWHILE... 










GOop! GIVE THE DRAGON 
LADY A REPORT, HU SHEE... 
I HAVE S THEN REMIND ME THAT L 
RETURNED, \ HAVE A TASK FOR YOU IN 
MAS A RELATION TO TERRY Lee! 




































By Sgt. PETER FURST 
Staff Correspondent 
ROME, March 16—The Albanian Committee of National Lib- 
eration went one step further toward diplomatic recognition 
by the Allies today with an announcement by Secretary of 
State Edward R. Stettinius Jr. that the U. S. will send a repre- 
sentative to Tirana to study the international situation there. 
Stettinius told a press conference in Washington that Col. 


would have to supply more de- 


tailed information on Albanian 


political conditions before recog- 
nition can be granted by the 
U. S. Government. 

The official American statement 
followed a British report that His 
Majesty's Government could not 
recognize Hoxha’s Committee at this 
time because it was not satisfied 
that it fully represented the aspira- 
tions of the Albanian people. Bri- 
tain and the U. S., as well as Rus- 
Sia, Yugoslavia and France, at 
present have only military missions 
in Albania. 


AFFECTION FOR U. S. 

General Hoxha, in a recent inter- 
view with The Stars and Stripes 
in Tirana, said that general elec- 
tions would definitely take place in 
the near future. However, he stated, 
the present coalition government 
wants diplomatic recognition by the 
Allied nations—and above all the 
United States—as the Provisional 
Government of Albania. 

The 36-year-old, French-educated 
commander of the Liberation Army 
suggested that Allied correspondents 
be permitted to enter his country 
and be given complete freedom of 
movement and observation. He stip- 
ulated, however, that such action 
be reciprocal and that more Allied 
cooperation and aid be extended to 
his liberated and needy country. 

General Hoxha, like other govern- 
ment leaders, expressed the “deep 


and sincere affection” of the Al- 
banian people for the United 
States. He explained that his 


country felt bound to America not 
only because of the large number 
of Albanians in the U. S., but also 
because of President Woodrow Wil- 
son’s intercession on behalf of Al- 
banian independence. 


PLEA FOR HELP 


Hoxha, whose army consists of 
some 60,000 Partisan troops, 20,000 
of whom are now fighting in Yugo- 
slavia, said that it was the feeling 
of Government leaders that Al- 
bania had "won the right to Allied 
recognition with her blood.” 

He intimated that «he election 
might not take place until diplo- 
matic representatives had been ex- 
changed with the Allies. Voting 
procedure could then be established 
with mutual consent, after both Al- 
banian representatives and Allied 
observers had studied the situation 
carefully and submitted their views 
to their respective governments. 

Hoxha made a strenuous appeal 
for Allied aid to the devastated re- 
gions of his liberated country, stat- 
ing that medicines. food. clothing, 
building materials and machinery 
were all needed desperately for the 





rehabilitation of the tiny Balkan 
nation. 
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Two paintings by 2nd Lt. 


Lou Breslow of New York, reveal steps in the 
evacuation and treatment of wounded, a story rarely captured by the action 
camera. Attached to the MTOUSA Medical Research Board, Breslow here 
portrays an operation scene and soldiers waiting in the receiving tent at the 
94th Evacuation Hospital. Shown repairing a severed artery by grafting a 





piece of vein are, left to right, Lt. Col. F 
sultant, MTOUSA; Capt. Rudolph Fager, surgeon, 94th Evac., and Lt. Col. 
Sigurd Sandzen, chief of evacuation, 94th Evac., assisted by Lt. Iris Shierbon, 


ANC. In addition to these watercolor and tempera works now on display at 
the 5th Army Surgeon’s office, Breslow makes technical medical drawings. 





ol 


——_“ 


Watercolors’ Tell The Story Of An Evacuation Hospital 





. A. Simeone, assistant surgical con- 





88th Div., First All-Draftee 


Outfit, In Combat A Year 


WITH THE 5TH ARMY, March 16—The 88th Infantry Di- 
vision a year ago entered the line in the Garigliano River, an 
untried and unknown division, the first all-Selective Service 
infantry division to go into combat on any front in this war. 
Now, combat-tested, the "Blue Devils” of the 88th are observ- 
ing their anniversary. First units of the division went into 





321st Bomb Group.. 
Now Two Years Old 


MAAF H@Q., March 16—With an 
average of better than one attack 
a day for two years of combat oper- 
ations, the 32lst B-25 Mitchell 
Bomb Group of the 12th Air Force 
this week observed the second an- 
niversary of its first fight. 





action in the Cassino sector on ¢#—— 


the night of Feb. 26-27. 

Battle baptism for most of them, 
however, came early in March when 
the entire division moved to the 
west flank of the 5th Army south- 
ern front, taking over a 10,000 yard 
sector stretching from the coast be- 
low Scauri to Damiano and the 
heights flanking German-held Cas- 
telforte. 

Their first real test came May 
11, when, at 2300 hours, the 88th 
moved forward in the first drive 
up what was to be a long, bloody 
and bitter trail. At Damiana, it 
took them exactly 51 minutes to 
wrest the height from the Germans 
and pave the way for the French 
to take Castelforte. 

Once through the Gustav Line, 
there were mountains and more 
mountains. A General Staff officer, 
attached to them as an observer 
at his own request "since that was 
one outfit that had its feet on the 
ground,” reported to the War De- 
partment that, though the French 
Goums were supposed to excel as 
mountain fighters, this new Amer- 
ican division fought through the 
mountains just as well as they did. 

When the drive through Rome 
came, the 88th made a 110-mile ad- 
vance in 31 days, after which it 
was pulled out for a rest. Then, 
back in again during the Arno 
drive, the 88th shoved a stubborn 
enemy from the Volterra to the 
north side of the Arno. In the pre- 
Bologna drive the 88th fought its 
roughest battles, suffered its heavi- 
est casualties. 


Mission Week 


ROME, March 16—A mission for 
troops of the Rome area will open 
at Santa Susanna’s church, Via XX 
Settembre near the Grand Hotel, 
on Sunday, March 18, at 0800 hours. 
Mission masses will be said each 
morning throughout the week at 
0630 and 0700 hours. The mission 
is under the direction of Father 
C. F. Cahill, Rome Area Chaplain, 
and the services will be conducted 





Tunnel Under Rhine 
Found By 84th Div. 


WITH THE 9TH ARMY, March 
16 (AP)—Lt. Gen. William H. 
Simpson has a tunnel under the 
Rhine, but he’s not going to use 





it. 

The 84th Division captured a 
coal mine shaft south of Ham- 
burg during the dash from the 
Roer. The shaft is 800 feet deep 
and is.entered from a coal mine 
on this side cf the Rhine. One 
machine gun on either side could 
command the approaches from 
the opposite end. Demolitions 
were found in the tunne| and the 
Germans also have some sections 
of it blocked off with steel doors. 


_|or damaged 112 enemy fighters. Its 





Big Cut In Nazi Oil 
Revealed By Airmen 


WASHINGTON, March 16 (ANS) 
—Air attacks and occupation of pro- 
ducing areas have cut German oil 
output to less than 20 percent of 
their former production, Maj. Gen. 
Orvil A. Anderson, deputy comman- 
der for operations of the 8th AAF, 
said yesterday. 

“If our gil supply were similarly 
curtailed it would immobilize us 
completely,” General Anderson told 
a press conference. Lack of oil is 
the principle factor limiting the 
Luftwaffe, he declared, and ground 
force mobility is similarly handi- 
capped. He said the Luftwaffe had 
never recovered from the major 
Allied blows struck a year ago. 
The Germans made a "very grave 
mistake” in compromising on the 
quality of their pilots rather than 
compromising on quantity. "It is 
simply suicide for their pilots, with 
five or ten hours of combat experi- 
ence, to oppose ours with several 





by Father Bede Hess. 


hundred hours of experience,” the 
general concluded. 


Starting out in Tunisia, the group 
today holds five come stars 
and has been cited in War Depart- 
ment orders for distinguished 
service in battle. 

The group has sent out more 
than 15,000 planes to attack the 
enemy; dropped nearly 20,000 tons 
of bombs. 

The 32lst is commanded by 28- 
year-old Lt. Col. Charles F. Cas- 
sidy Jr., of Denver, Colo., a Notre 
Dame University graduate. It has 
had two former commanders: Col. 
R. H. Smith of El Paso, Texas, and 
Brig. Gen. Robert D. Knapp of Au- 
burn, Ala., present commander of 
the B-25 wing under which the 
321st operates 

To its credit, the 321st has sunk 
or damaged 92 surface vessels of 
all types, including one battleship, 
eight destroyers and one cruiser. 
In aerial combat, it has destroyed 


aircraft total, however, is much 
higher. In one period of five weeks, 
from bases in Italy, it destroyed 
186 enemy aircraft of all types in 
Yugoslavia, Albania, Greece and 
Bulgaria. 

With the widely-publicized first 
bombing of Sofia, Bulgarian capi- 
tal, on Nov. 15, 1943, the 321st ended 
its service in the field of strategic 
bombing and switched to tactical 
objectives. 

The group supported the land- 
ings at Anzio, the battle over Monte 
Cassino and the town of Cassino, 
and then continued to battle en- 
emy communications up the boot of 
Italy. It also helped soften up the 
southern coast of France for the 
invasion there. 

The group, more recently, has 
participated in attacks on Po River 
bridges and during the past four 
months it has flown more than 
80 attacks on the Brenner Pass. 


Oops 


WITH THE 4TH ARMORED DI- 

















Flashes F rode The Front 7 








Pvt. John Henderson of Nashville, 


time. 
CPL. RAY J. INGAMELLS of 
Harbor in 1941. 


Division. 


friends. 


same mess kit he was issued at Fort Bragg 
He has had five boat trips, been in five countries and 
in combat over 500 days with the 175th Field Artillery Bn. of the 34th 


OBSTACLE COURSE TRAINING finally found its justification for 


Tenn. Carrying a quart of gasoline, 


eight pounds of radio batteries, a chocolate pie, some hamburger, a | 
dozen eggs, two boxes of cocoa, candy bars and a .45 automatic, the 34th 
Division artilleryman raced across-an 800-yard -valley spotted with 
sniper and mortar fire in less than six minutes—practically Olympic 


Metamora, Mich., is still using the 
weeks before Pearl 


CPL. JOSEPH DI CHIARA of Woodside, N. Y., led a combat patrol 
with a war dog, the first such patrol with his division, the 34th. He is 
a scout with a war dog platoon, and his dog is "Buster,” an Army-trained 
German shepherd. His first patrol worked out so well that the K-9s 
are now being employed often on night patrols and during inclement 
weather. Another Woodside man, Cpl. Christopher Brunning, is also a 
scout with the war dog platoon. He and Di Chiara were high school 





AFHQ, March 16—Few of the 650 
men in the 488th Port Battalion 
will go back to civilian life occu- 
pationally rusty. 

Their work is basically the same 
as it was before they entered the 
service but now they have per- 
formed it in the Army under bomb- 
ing attacks and German shellfire. 
The men of this battalion are steve- 
dores in the Peninsular Base Sec- 
tion, MTO. 

In 18 months overseas, in Italy 
and North Africa, these soldiers 
have loaded and unloaded thous- 
ands of ships with war material. 
Twenty-six men have been killed in 
action and 60 wounded. 

A detachment of 160 men was at 
Anzio for 42 days—or, as W-O Wil- 
liam C. Rice of New York, puts it, 
"42 years.” Weeks before the men 
reached Anzio, they had loaded 
ships at Naples. They moved to 
Anzio on the same ships and their 
mission was to unload them again, 
this time offshore and onto "duck” 
boats and other small craft which 
carried the equipment through the 
shallow water to the beach. 
Three cargo ships on which the 


Buchel, 





rooftops. 


VISION, March 16 (AP)—Troops 
of the 4th Armored Division. cap- 
tured a V-1 launching site near 
yesterday, 
from the irate residents that the 
range of some of the early V-ls 
was no farther than their own 


and 


learned 


men were working were blasted by 
German planes. Eighteen men were 
killed but, said the medical officers 
at the Anzio evacuation hospital, 
the death toll would have been three 
times as high if it weren’t for the 
heroic rescue work of Ist Lt. Nor- 





man W. Phillips of Indian Head, Md. 
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By CROCKETT JOHNSON 
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Most kids are glad, | suppose, when a box 

of breakfast food is empty. So they can 

mail in the top for the very interesting gift 

the manufacturer offers... A clever sales 

stunt... But say! It can be improved upon! 
SS 


: all \ 





The first company to convert its 
plant to my idea will revolutionize 
the breakfast food industry! ... 
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[ We'll moke only the boxtops! | 


What a boon to the over-worked mother, 
too! No more trouble fixing breakfast 
and nagging kids to eat! . . . Just slip . 
each offspring a boxtop! And watch him 
trot off to school, happy and contented— ; 
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[ Where's the phone book! 
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Stevedores Of Port Bn. 


Prewar Jobs 


Carry On 


An enemy aerial torpedo struck 
one of the slips and the crew 
had to abandon it. Lt. Phillips 
managed to swim to a large raft 
and, as the bombing continued, he 
pulled man after man out of the 
water. Making for shore, Lt. Phil- 
lips, himself uninjured, gave first 
aid and carried the wounded to the 
hospital. 

But that didn’t stop the unload- 
ing.*During those days at Anzio 
the men unloaded an average of 
1,160 long tons daily. 

Since coming overseas the bat- 
talion has received six commenda- 
tions. It has unloaded everything 
from cases of C rations to set 
tionalized air landing strips. I 
December, 1944, the unit unloaded 
37,275 long tons of war gear in the 
Leghorn harbor area. ; 

The battalion was in the fits 
convoy to reach Civitavecchia aftet 
its fall. 

When the battalion reached the 
bomb-shattered port of Leghorm 
there were no piers it could us 
as loading berths. But this_W% . 
only a temporary setback. In 4 
matter of hours the men built ¢ 
berth atop a sunken ship and st 
to work. This berth still is in oP 
eration. 





Radio Program 





AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY 


STATION, ROME 


695 K 432 M 


Saturday, March 17 
* HIGHLIGHTS 


10:00—Serenade For Strings 
12:45—Salute to French Forces 
1:00—-Shining Hour 
2:15—Swingtime 

3:15—Seattle Symphony 
4:00—Melody Matinee 
5:00—National Barn Dance 
6:00—Music America Loves Best 
6:30—Jubilee 

7:30—Saturday Night Serenade 
8:00—Signals On 

8:30—Guy Lombardo 

9:15—We Who Serve Speak 
9:30—Hit Parade From States 
10:00—Jack Teagarden 
11:15—Dance Parade ' 
News of the hour on the hour: 











Copyright, 1945, The Newspaper PM. Inc. 





Shortwave 9 AM—5 PM 
6.135 Meg. 49 Meter 
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The ringing success of the recent 
Rome Allied Open Golf Tourna- 
ment was no surprise to Sgt. Vic 
Ghezzi. After more than three 
years in the Army Vic is well aware 
that golf is about as popular “with 
soldiers as any other game. 

For Ghezzi the biggest disap- 
pointment in connection with the 
Rome event was.his own inability 
to compete. Vic sent in his entry 
fee well in advance of the tourna- 
ment and was immediately installed 
the favorite. PGA champion in 
1941 and always one of the top 
professionals in America, it looked 
like Vic would have little trouble 
with the Rome field. But two 
days before the tourney opened 
Ghezzi came down with another 
attack of the migraine headaches 
that have been bothering him al- 
most all his life, and was hospital- 


ed. 
oo that an even bigger tourna- 
ment is being planned for May, 
Ghezzi hopes.to be ready to take 
part. Right now he would like to 
get out of the hospital and play 
an exhibition match with Alfonso 
Angelini, the Italian pro who won 
the Rome Open. 


Challenges Angelini 


"l’d like to play him at any dis- 
tance,” said Ghezzi. "Eighteen, 36 
or 72 holes. I believe the ma 
would be a good thing if we played 
for the Army Relief Fund or to 
raise money to buy. equipment for 
the tournament in May.” 

Ghezzi looks fit enough to step 
out tomorrow and bang out some- 
thing in the high 60s, but he says 
he has lost 18 pounds and is a 
little worried about it. He has 
played a lot of golf since he came 
in the Army, since that is what the 
Army put him doing. He played in 
87 exhibition matches, two with 
Bing Crosby, and four each with 
Bob Hope and Babe Ruth, raising 
270,000 dollars for the Red Cross 
and Army and Navy relief funds. 

When he had been in the Army 
seven months, he was called before 
a medical board and told he was 
being discharged because of his 
migraine headaches. Vic explained 
that he thought he could do some 
good if allowed to remain in the 
service. So the Army put him to 
work staging exhibitions and teach- 
ing golf at general hospitals and 
rehabilitation centers. 

The Army found that wounded 
men sent home from the. front 
would putter around with a golf 
club even when they were unable 
to take part in any other game. 
At England General Hospital at 
Atlantic City, Ghezzi taught golf 
and organized tournaments for 560 
men who had been invalided home. 


Created Tourneys 


The Atlantic Country Club has 
a 27-hole layout and turned nine 
holes over to the hospital. For 
those men unable to negotiate the 
course, Vic created pitch and putt 
tournaments and installed driving 
nets, both indoors and out. Moving 
on from England General, Ghezzi 
found an enthusiastic welcome at 
many other rehabilitation centers. 
Nine-hole courses have sprung up 
and many a soldier gets plenty of 
exercise that was impossible for 
him before. 

While stationed at Fort Mon- 
mouth with the Signal Corps, Sgt. 
Ghezzi was the major domo of a 
complete golf club which the Army 
bought. It was here that Ghezzi 
Teally discovered a tremendous in- 
terest in golf, During the last 12 
months of his stay there Ghezzi 
Says that 14,800 rounds of golf 
Were played over the course by 
Officers and enlisted men. He ex- 
plained that 8,000 rounds a year 
ave always been considered a busy 
Season for a course. 

Ghezzi feels that the Rome 
Tournament was worthwhile and 
that it will create as much interest 
qaratively as the major events 
© back home, 


club. Last year he 
is my business and if the Army 





640 LBS. OF WRESTLING OPPOSITION 


Whenever Martin Levy goes to the mat with any one he puts a lot behind his side of the 
issue—all 640 pounds of him. There wasn’t enough metal in the house to balance the 29-year- 
old wrestler’s weight on the scales in the photo at the left. And there wasn’t enough man in 
Pat Healy, the "Irish Giant” in the action at the right to keep ”The Blimp” from tossing him 
in a few minutes at St. Nick’s Arena, New York. 








a |Gardella’s Bad Toss 


KOs Giants’ Coach 


LAKEWOOD, N. J., March 16— 
Danny Gardella, Giants *character,” 
played first base in infield drill 
and trying to emulate Hal Chase, 
faked a throw to second base, 
whirled and threw nome instead. 
The ball flew wide of its mark and 
hit coach Dolf Luque on the col- 
larbone flattening him for a count 
of ten. Gardella proved last year 
he’s no outfielder and this year 
he wants to show he is no infielder, 
either. 








ATLANTIC CITY, March 16 — 
Yankee third baseman Don Savage, 
4-F because of diabetes, has joined 
the team. 





LAFAYETTE, Ind., March 16— 
Ken Keltner, Indians third base- 
man, has again left his war job for 
the second straight year to join the 
said "baseball 


—— me it will find me working 
a ae 





COLLEGE PARK, Md., March 16 
—Rookie infielders went through 
drill with veterans George Myatt 
and Joe Kuhel at the Senators’ 
training camp. 


FREDERICK, Md., March 16— 





Connie Mack looked over his Ath- 
letics, both on the field and on 
paper and observed they had a 
good chance for the first division 
and possibly the pennant. 





PLEASANTVILLE, N. J., March 
16—Joe Cronin hopes to have six 
pitchers and two catchers on hand 


for the first Boston Red Sox drills 
today. 


National Intercollegiate 


Tourney 
(First Round) 


Central Indiana 53, Catawba 39, 
Loyola (N.O.) 53, Phillips U. 31, 


(Quarter Finals) 


E. Ky. T’chrs, 50, Central 48 (overtime.) 


OTHER BASKETBALL SCORES 


Oklahoma Aggies 78, Tulsa 27. 








Bambino To Referee 
On Wrestling Circuit 


NEW YORK, March 16 (ANS) 
—Babe Ruth, holder of the major 
league record for homers in one 
Season and for all time, has an- 
nounced that he, will become a 
wrestling referee. 

The Bambino will make his 
maiden journey among the burp- 
ers at Boston April 4 and if his 
initial efforts meet with success 
arrangements will be made for a 
nation-wide tour. 











Puerto Ricans Given 
Golden Gloves Title 


NEW YORK, March 16 (ANS)— 
The New York Golden Gloves 
crowned eight champions as the 
tourney drew to a close last night 
in Madison Square Garden. The 
New York Daily News team, hosts 
to the visitors, took the team 
championship with 16 points though 
they won only two titles, but then 
asked that the team trophy be given 
the Puerto Rican team which won 
three titles and second ranking with 
15 points. 
The finals: 
Flyweight—Francisco Garcia, Puerto 
Rico, outpointed Billy Simon, New 
York. Bantamweight—Adolfo Calderon, 
Puerto Rico, outpointed Sal Puzzo, 
Newark, N. J. Featherweight—Rafael 
Reveron, Puerto Rico, outpointed Nick 
Poppo, Buffalo, N. Y. Lightweight—Ed 
Murphy, New York, outpointed Elbert 
Highers, Charlotte, N. C. Welterweight 
—Sgt. Laverne Roach, Washington, 
USMC, outpointed Mike Koballa, Mi- 
ami, Fla. Middleweight—Howard Brodt, 
Washington, outpointed Harold Ans- 
pach, Charlotte, N. C. Light heavy- 
weight—Roland Lastarza, New York, 
stopped Steve DeLuca, Jacksonville, 
+, (2). Heavyweight—Gus Sechlee, 
Buffalo, N. Y., outpointed Berk Horo- 
witz, Jacksonville, Fla. 
The winners meet the Chicago 
Golden Gloves champs in an inter- 


ODT, Harridge, Frick 
Curb Exhibition Tilts 


WASHINGTON, March 16 (ANS) 
—Will Harridge, president of the 
American League, and Ford Frick, 
president of the National League, 
emerged from their second con- 
ference with ODT director Col. 
Monroe Johnson yesterday with the 
announcement that they will rec- 
ommend to their clubs cancellation 
of all spring exhibition games 
which would involve the use of 
public transportation facilities. 

The announcement was made 
that intra-squad games would be 
permitted as would games in cities 
on direct route from the training 
camps to the home cities after 
camp is broken. The cancellation, 
however, will be recommended in 
such cases as would involve travel- 
ling from one training camp site to 
another. 

Games at Army and Navy in- 
Stallations will be played when 
service authorities provide trans- 
portation and intra-city exhibitions 
at home involving for example the 
Yankees and Giants or Dodgers and 
the Braves and Red Sox. 

Frick and Harridge, along with 
Clark Griffith, owner of the Wash- 
ington Senators, who also attended 
the meeting, said that the sched- 
ules would be rearranged so that 
a@ minimum of exhibitions would 
have to be cancelled. 


Rickey Raps Army View 
On Drafted Ball Players 


NEW YORK, March 16 (ANS)— 
Branch Rickey, president and part 
owner of the Brooklyn Dodgers, was 
quoted by Dan Daniel in the New 
York World Telegram last night 
as saying the following during an 
interview: 

"Only the other day a local player 
was re-examined at an induction 
center. He was pronounced 4-F 
again. As he walked off an officer 
said ’aren’t you a professional ath- 
lete?’ The player explained his pro- 
fession and the officer had him 
sworn in. The Army doesn’t want 
that man, but that’s one of the 








George McQueen 
Rings Up 35 Points 
In Florence Tourney 


By Pvt. MERRELL WHITTLESEY 
Staff Correspondent 
FLORENCE, March 16—A whirl- 
wind last quarter by the PBS cham- 
pion Rough Riders in which they 
scored 22 points to two for the Blue 
Barons, of a squadron of the 57th 
Fighter Group, helped the all-Ne- 
gro five to a 53-36 triumph in the 
outstanding game of the North Italy 
omg basketball tourney here Thurs- 
ay. 
The five-game program reduced 
the field to six teams in the double 
elimination event and produced the 
outstanding individual performance 
of the tournament by Cpl. George 
McQueen, of Brownie’s Boys, who 
drew continuous cheers from the 
night crowd of 2,000 with a spec- 
tacular 35-point scoring spree 
against the Sparks. 


ONE-SIDED VICTORIES 
Until the fifth and final game, 
the third day of play was marked 
by a monotonous succession of one- 
sided triumphs by the favored 
teams. The 92nd Division’s: Buffalo 
Big A’s opened by trouncing the 
Blue Barons, 55-38. The Rome area 
champion Gladiators ran over the 
397th Signal Co’s Codebusters, 51- 
36, and the 809th Aviation Engin- 
eers’ Mud Turtles routed the 437th 
Signal Heavy Construction Bn.’s 
Goose Creeks, 51-32, in afternoon 
games. Brownie’s Boys, of the 468th 
QM Bn., a 5th Army representative, 
drubbed the Sparks, of the Signal 
Hq. Co., AWS, 65-34, in the semi- 
windup. 

Saturday’s program calls for a 
morning game at 10 AM and a 
night doubleheader at 7 and 8:30, 
the same as Friday’s and the 
tournament finals have been set 
back until Sunday night. 

McQueen set a scoring record that 
is likely to stand for the tourna- 
ment and ran his total to 65 points 
in three games in a never-miss 
performance against the Sparks. 
The former Long Island U. frosh 
luminary repeatedly tucked his 
favorite left-hand shot through the 
cords and swished shots off bal- 
ance, while looking away from the 
basket and from every conceivable 
position. 


TIRED BLUE BARONS 

The Blue Barons, visibly tired 
from a losing morning effort 
against the Big A’s, surprised the 
night crowd by forcing the issue 
for three periods against the 
heavily favored Rough Riders be- 
fore they succumbed to the last- 
quarter rush of the Negro club. 
Capt. John M. Yusievicz, highest- 
ranking officer competing in the 
tournament, and S-Sgt. Buster 
Michalak clicked in the scoring 
column as the small but scrappy 
air force entry led until the final 
quarter where they ran out of 
baskets and endurance. 

A slim crowd watched the morn- 
ing and afternoon games. The 
Gladiators, PBS champions last 
year, ran up a 21-2 lead and coasted 
home against the Codebusters in 
a game memorable for one thing. 
Sgt. Jim Randol, in attempting a 
three-quarter court pass to Sgt. 
Maurice Harris, threw the ball too 
high and it landed smack in the 
basket to Randol’s complete amaze- 
ment. 





FRIDAY’S SCORES 
(Morning) 

Buffalo Big A’s 50, Brownie’s Boys 48 

(overtime.) 


Bruins In Playoffs 


CHICAGO, March 16 (ANS)—The 
Boston Bruins clinched a place in 
the Stanley Cup playoffs last night 
by defeating the Chicago Black 
Hawks, 5-3. The Bruins increased 
their fourth-place margin to five 
points over the Hawks who have 











city series in Chicago April 4. 


things we are up against.” 


but two more games to play. 
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German Peace Bid 
In Sweden Rebuffed, 
London Announces 


LONDON, March 16 (AP)—Ad- 
mitting German representatives 
had approached British officials 
with a view to seeking an armis- 
tice, authoritative quarters today 
reported that the British Govern- 
ment had "firmly ignored” the 
peace overture and had notified 
the American and Russian Allies 
of all details. 

"The Associated Press learned 
reliably that Dr. Fritz Hesse, one- 
time German press attache in Lon- 
don, was assigned by Foreign Min- 
ister Joachim von Ribbentrop to 
contact members of the British 
Legation in Stockholm to open pre- 
liminary negotiations for an armis- 
tice. 

The German approach was made 
early this month, according to 
authoritative quarters, who de- 
scribed the move as a "typical Ger- 
man effort to sow dissension 
among the Allies.” 

"The British Government firmly 
ignored the German emissary’s 
move and informed the American 
and British Governments immedi- 
ately of what had occurred, ex: 
plainine that no talks were held’ 
an authoritative source said. 


Senate Passes Bill 
To Restrain Prices 


WASHINGTON, March 16 (AP) 
—The Senate today approved the 
spending of nearly 1,500,000,000 dol- 
lars to keep down consumer prices 
for meat, butter and other com- 
modities. 

The War Production Board dis- 
closed that there will be a lot less 
leather available for civilian shoes, 
especially men’s in the next three 
months. 

The money that the Senate voted 
for keeping down prices will be 
in the form of a subsidy program 
by the Reconstruction Finance Cor- 
poration. The idea is to pay extra 
costs out of government funds 
rather than let them pile on what 
the consumer pays. 

In a flareback of Jast year’s po- 
litical campaign, Senators H. Fer- 
guson (R., Mich.), and J. It. Ball 
(D.. Minn.), threatened today to 
push the legislation ban on politi- 
cal spending by labor unions. They 
will act they said, unless Attorney 
General Francis Biddle makes a 
test case against the CIO for the 
circulation in Ohio of a pamphlet 








atttacking Sen. R. A. Taft (R., 
Ohio). 
Clay Williams of the Reynolds 


Tobacco Co. urged before the Sen- 
ate Banking Committee that Con- 
gress require price relief whenever 
industry profits fall below those of 
the 1936-39 base period. 

New Economic Stabilizer William 
Davis came out against any relaxa- 
tion on either price or wage con- 
trols now 





_ WINDSOR 


(Continued from page 1) 





miers. between Toulon and San 
Tropez. 

The New York correspondent of 
the London Daily Mirror quoted a 
friend of the Windsors as saying 
that "the Duke and Duchess were 
tired of living in a hot climate and 
the Duke thought he could do a 
better job in Canada.” The corres- 
pondent added that the "Canadians 
would not stand for it, presumably 
because of bad feeling over the 
abdication and the Duchess’ di- 
vorce.” 

In London, however, a different 
view prevailed about the reasons 
for his unexpected move. One 
diplomatic correspondent said that 
there had been "growing friction” 
between the Duke and "sections of 
the European business community” 
because of certain reforms he 
wanted to introduce. 

In any case, the Duke’s resigna- 
tion put him and his American- 
born wife, the former Wally Simp- 
son, back on the front pages of the 
London press, 


. , 
St. Patrick’s Day 
ROME, March 17—In celebration 
of the feast of St. Patrick a Solemn 


High Mass will be sung in the Irish| 7 


National Church, Via Boncom- 
pagni 
4:30 PM there wiil be a rosary and 


sermon by the 


the Most Sacred Sacrament will be 
imparted by His Fminence, Eugene 
Cardinal Tisserant. secretary of the 
Congregation for the Oriental 
Church, 


at 9:00 AM today. At b, 


Very Rev. Father} 7 
Francis Joy, S. J. Benediction of| 7 











‘U. S. Navy Strength 
Over 4,000,000 Soon 


WASHINGTON, March 16 
(ANS)—The United States Navy, 
already the greatest ocean power 
in history, expects to pass a per- 
sonnel strength of 4,000,000 within 
a few months. This was disclosed 
today in President Roosevelt's re- 
quest that Congress appropriate 
23 billion, 719 million dollars to 
run the Navy during the fiscal 
year beginning July 1. 

This will mean bringing up the 
Navy proper to the full author- 
ized strength of 3,389,000 men, plus 
487,000 in the Marine Corps and 
173,000 in the Coast Guard. The 
recommended proposal will find 
easy sailing through Congress, if 
the past is any criterion. 





- Battle Opened 
By 3rd Army Push 


(Continued from page 1) 


than one-half mile from 7th Army 
forces who had established them- 
selves along a broad stretch of the 
south bank of the Saar River west 
of the city. The terrain was reported 
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of the 7th Army advance which 
brought 1,000 prisoners yesterday 

With U. S. Ist Army troops ex- 
panding the extremities and bulg- 
ing out at the center of the Rhine 
east bank bridgehead now 12 miles 
long and six and one-half miles 
deep, the Germans ssid that 100,009 
American troops had been moved 
into the area. 


Wave Of Sabotane 
Sweens All Norway 


LONDON, March 16—The most 
violent wave of sabotage to sween 
Norway since the German invasion 
in the spring of 1940 culminated 
yesterday in the wrecking by Pa- 
triots of the State Railway admin- 
istration building in Oslo. 

The Norwegian Telegraph agency 
confirmed earlier Stocknolm reports 
of the destruction of the important 
building and quoted the German 
radio as saying that the eastern 
railway station in Oslo was also 
blown up. 

The German-controlled Oslo radio 
stated today that a “large number 
of persons” were arrested in the 
Norwegian capital throughout yes- 
terday and that Quisling and Nazi 
police are halting all pedestrians 
as a result of the wave of sabotage. 

The Germans also reported that 
explosions occurred at railway in- 
Stallations, viaducts, bridges and 
locomotive sheds simultaneously 





throughout the country, 

The Nazis admitted that the de- 
stroyed station building housed not 
only the administrative officials of 
the Norwegian railways, but also the 
German central administration for 
railways in Norway. | 


Berlin Area Raided 
By Largest Fleet 
Of U. S. Heavies 


LONDON, March 16—The 1,350 
Flying Fortresses and Liberators of 
the 8th AAF that attacked the 
greater Berlin area yesterday—the 
largest number of American heavy 
bombers ever to penetrate the Ger- 
man capital sector—struck a double 
blow at the Reich. 

About one-half of the strongly- 
escorted heavies bombed the rail- 
yards of Oranienburg, 20 miles 
north of Berlin, in direct support 
of the Russian drive from the east. 
Oranienburg lies astride one of the 
two main north-south rail lines 
and is one of the Reich’s main 
military depots, providing the en- 
tire German Army with motor 





transport, guns, ammunition and} * 


other material. 

The other half of the fleet of 
American heavies attacked Zossen, 
20 miles south of Berlin and site 
of the German Army General Staff 
Headquarters where Hitler was re- 
ported to have held a conference 
a few days ago. 

The assault on Zossen was dés- 
cribed by the Associated Press as 


‘one of the most spectacular opera- 


tions of the war. 

Six thousand high explosive 
tombs, weighing 1,500 tons, and 
325.000 incendiaries were dropped 
on the 10,000-square yards of build- 
ings. Crews said that many fires 
were started which engulfed a 
number of the buildings. 

At the same time Lancasters of 
the RAP, carrying the new 11-ton 
"super bombs” attacked the Arns- 
burg railway viaduct. An Air Min- 
istry announcement said that the 
viaduct at Arnsburg and that at 
Bielefeld, where the new bomb 
made its debut Wednesday, "are 
the most vulnerable points on what 
are the mest imovortant railway 
routes in the whole of Germany.” 


B-25s Stab Deener 
On Run To Austria 


MAAF HQ., March 16—MATAF 
Mitchell bombers flew deeper than 
ever into Austria today to score 
direct hits on the Brixlec rail 
bridge, 25 miles northeast of Inns- 
bruck while other B-25 formations 
covered scattered Brenner Pass 
targets with good concentrations 
of hits. Heavy bombers visited the 
Vienna area again taking ad- 
vantage of relatively clear weather 
over the target. 

Fighter bombers of both the 
Desert Air Force and 22nd TAC 
concentrated on enemy communi- 
eation targets in the Po Valley and 
northeast Italy. Early reports show 
at least 30 cuts in vital rail lines 
and the destruction or damage of 
some 100 rail cars, six locomotives 
and a dozen vehicles. One Thunder- 
bolt formation scored direct hits 
on an ammunition dump near Tre- 
viso. Returning pilots reported a 
tremendous explosion which threw 
debris 1,500 feet into the air. 

Following up yesterday’s long- 
range Fortress attack on the Ruh- 
land synthetic oil works, today’s 
formaticn of 15th AAF B-17s oper- 
ated against the petroleum net- 
work around Vienna which pro- 
duces about ten percent of Ger- 
many’s gas supply, including much 
. that used on the Hungarian 
ront. 





Invitation 

PARIS, March 16 — Rep. Sol 
Bloom (D., N. Y.), chairman of the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee 
ond members of the committee have 
been invited by the French Provi- 
sicnal Consultative Assembly to visit 
Paris, it was announced here today. 
Rep. Bloom replied, it was said, that 
he is at present unable to come to 
Paris but hopes to accept the invi- 
tation at some future date. 


EXPLOSIVE 


Soviets Split Enemy 
E. Prussia Garrison 
With Drive To Baltic 





(Continued from page 1) 


cording to the Associated Press 
seemed to be a matter of days. at 
the same time Soviet attacks 
mounted in the southwestern sub. 
urbs of Koenigsberg, flaming citade} 



















of the once mighty Junkers ang 
Prussian militarism. ‘ 


Big guns and rockets literally 
rained death on the trapped enemy 
combinations of tanks 
and infantry assault units pene. 
trated deeper into the German po. 


_|sitions. A front-line report suggested 


that the storming of Koenigsberg 
itself was near. 





Dewey Dupre of Opelousas, 
La. is no longer a human 
bomb. Doctors at the Naval 
Hospital in San Francisco in 
a delicate operation removed 
a fused 20.mm. projectile from 
his body where it had been for 
47 days since he was wounded 
on a battleship off the Philip- 
pines. (Press Association) 


‘Tighten Your Belts,’ 
President Tells U. S. 


WASHINGTON, March 16— 
President Roosevelt at his press 
conference today told the American 
people that they must tighten their 
belts before the war is won and 
support the food export program 
for the starving people of Europe, 
Reuter’s reported. 7" 

The President announced the es- 
tablishment of a’committee under 
Director of War Mobilization James 
F. Byrnes to examine all related 
facts regarding the export of items 
other than direct lend - lease, 
especially food. 

He told reporters that there were 
some countries where the people 
were starving, and said they needed 
food a lot more than did the people 
of the United States. 

Replying to an inquiry whether 
the American zone of cccupation 
had been decided upon, the Presi- 
dent said he had not heard about 
it since the Yalta Conference. He 
said he did not know what was hold- 
ing up the decision and was glad to 
be reminded about it. 

Originally the United States was 
to occupy the southern zone; Russia, 
the eastern; and Britain the north 
and west. Then it was decided to 
deal France in, probably necessitat- 
ing changes in the proposed Ameri- 
can and British areas. 

Still answering questions, Mr. 

Roosevelt suggested that the State 
Department be asked what was 
holding up the publication of Italian 
armistice terms. He said he did not 
know what had been holding them 
up. 
To an inquiry whether any de- 
cision had been reached on a new 
command setup in the Pacific, the 
President replied negatively, saying 
that all depends upon the kind of 
operation. 


Four-Star Nominations 
Raise Queries In Senate 


WASHINGTON, March 16 (AP) 
—Members of the Senate Military 
Committee talked today of calling 
upon General George Marshall for 
justification of the promotion of 
nine officers to the four-star rank. 

Senators Styles Bridges (R., Me.), 
and Albert B. Chandler (D., Ky.), 
expressed their disappointment that 
Generals Patton and Hodges were 








not included in the list. 





REACHING NEW INTENSITY 

All along the Baltic the battle was 
reaching new intensity. Marsha! 
Konstantin Rokossovsky’s forces 
slashed into the perimeter of Dan- 
zig’s defenses against bitter oppo- 
sition. Each yard had to be won 
the hard way. The fighting for the 
Polish port of nia, north of 
Danzig, was equally bitter, with So- 
= troops now on the fringe of the 

y. 

Parther west the enemy garrison 
defending the German port of Kol- 
berg which used to be a naval base, 
has been seized in a death grip by 
Marshal Zhukov’s troops, 
The Germans were clinging today 
to small parts of the eastern sec- 
tion of the town. 

In front of Stettin, the Germans 
reported, Zhukov had launched 4 
mass attack against the remaining 
Germans holding out on the east 
bank of the Oder, but Moscow was 
silent on this report. 

The Russians were also silent on 
a German High Command report 
today that Koniev’s extreme left 
wing had struck in the area where 
Germany, Poland and Czechoslo- 
vakia meet. 


REPORTS ON KONIEV 

In the first reports in some time 
on Koniev’s front southeast of Ber- 
lin, Izvestia, Soviet Government pa- 
per, described battles west of the 
Oder on a wide front. "Especially 
heavy fighting on the Neisse River” 
was mentioned. The paper said the 
enemy is employing the forest ter- 
rain and previously prepared de- 
fenses. 

”Our troops,” the paper said, "are 
smashing the Germans and break- 
ing into the depth of Germany.” 

In the rear of Koniev’s forward 
line, battles of annihilation are rag- 
ing inside Breslau and Glogau 
where trapped German units are 
still resisting stubbornly. 

The Germans tonight reported 
a powerful new Russian attack in 
Upper Silesia, in the area of the 
town of Oppeln. 

The Germans continued to throw 
strong formations of tanks and in- 
fantry into the battle to reach the 
Danube 100 miles east of Vienna, 
but the Russians repelled all coun- 
terattacks. 


Labor Has Important Role 
In Europe, Hillman Says 


NEW YORK, March 16 (INS)- 
Sidney Hillman, Chairman of the 
CIO’s Political Action Committe 
declared’ here that the "greatest 
Stabilizing forces in France &! 
Italy are the labor movements. 

Hillman, who has recently [ 
turned from a European tour, gave 
trade unions credit for stabilizing 
and protecting the rear of ou 
fighting armies in Belgium, France 
and Italy. 

"If our armies in Europe have 
a stable rear, in the western and 
southern fronts,” Hillman explained, 
"if they have the backing of the 
civilian populations with patience 
to postpone and subordinate theif 
own personal needs to the exigen- 
cies of war, it is thanks to the 


trade unions.” 
a 
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